
 THE
 BILL OF RIGHTS 

 1. Vice President 
 2. Speaker of the House 
 3. President pro tempore of the Senate 
 4. Secretary of State 
 5. Secretary of the Treasury . . . 

 THE PROGRESSIVE ERA AMENDMENTS 

26
th
 

Right to vote 
at age 18 

 

1971 

THE PERIODIC TABLE OF THE AMENDMENTS 
TM 

24
th
 

Bans the  
poll tax 

 

1964 

12
th
 

Electing the 
president & 
vice president 

1804 

18
th
 

Prohibition 
of alcohol 

 

1919 

21
st
 

Repeal of 
Prohibition 

 

1933 

After the Civil War, slavery 
was abolished in the United 
States.  African-American 
men gained the right to 
vote; however, some states 
had voting practices, such 
as poll taxes and grandfa-
ther clauses, that excluded 
many  African-American 
males from voting in elec-
tions (See 24th Amendment). 

25
th
 

Presidential 
succession & 

disability 

1967 

During the Progressive Era of the early 
1900s many Americans sought social 
and political reform.  Like the Civil War, 
the Progressive Era left its mark on the 
Constitution.  In  less than a decade, four 
amendments were added.     19

th
 

Women’s 
right to vote 

 

1920 

22
nd
 

Presidential 
term limit 

 

1951 

 THE
 CIVIL WAR AMENDMENTS 

15
th
 

Right to vote 
not denied 

by race 

1870 

John Tyler set the precedent for the vice 
president becoming president when he 
took over after the death of William 
Henry Harrison.  It wasn’t until after the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy that 
the 25th Amendment formally outlined 
the order of presidential succession. 

In 1919, the temperance move-
ment got its wish when the 18th 
Amendment banned the manu-
facture, sale, and transportation 
of alcoholic beverages.  Fourteen 
years later—in the heart of the 
Great Depression—the 21st 
Amendment repealed the 18th.  

23
rd
 

Electoral 
votes for  

D.C. 

1961 
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Amendments have modified 
Article II of the Constitution 
(See 12th, 20th, 22nd, 23rd & 25th).  
Perhaps the Founders didn’t 
anticipate the complications 
that would arise when electing 
the president, but knowing 
that change was  inevitable, 
they allowed for the amend-
ment process. 

Extending voting rights has been a 
common theme throughout American 
history.  In early presidential elections, 
only a minority of the population could 
vote — mainly white males who owned 
property.   
 

Voting rights have been broadened to 
include more of the American popula-
tion — although state practice did not 
always follow suit immediately         
(See 24th Amendment).   
 

Ultimately, the Suffrage Amendments 
proclaim that American citizens’ right 
to vote shall not be denied based on 
race (15th), sex (19th), or age (26th). 

1
st
 

Freedom of 
expression 

 

1791 

4
th
 

Unreasonable 
searches & 

seizures 

1791 

2
nd
 

The right to 
bear arms 

 

1791 

3
rd
 

Quartering 
of soldiers 

 

1791 

5
th
 

Due process 
of law 

 

1791 

6
th
 

The right to 
a fair trial 

 

1791 

7
th
 

Trial by jury 
in civil cases 

 

1791 

8
th
 

Cruel &    
unusual   

punishments 

1791 

10
th
 

States’  
rights 

 

1791 

9
th
 

Non-
enumerated       

rights 

1791 

11
th
 

Lawsuits 
against the 

states 

1795 

13
th
 

Ends       
slavery     

 

1865 

14
th
 

Equal      
protection  
of the laws 

1868 

16
th
 

Income 
taxes 

 

1913 

17
th
 

Direct     
election of    
senators 

1913 

20
th
 

Lame ducks 
 
 

1933 

27
th
 

Limits       
congressional 

pay raises 

1992 

 : 

   » Freedom of  religion 

   » Freedom of  speech 

   » Freedom of the press 

   » Freedom of assembly 

   » Freedom to petition    
           the government 

In 1789, James Madison 
fought to include a bill 
of rights in the U.S. 
Constitution. Ten of his 
twelve proposed 
amendments were  
ratified by the states in 
1791.  Known as the Bill 
of Rights, these ten 
amendments protect 
Americans’ individual 
liberties. 
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In the 1796 election John     
Adams defeated Thomas   
Jefferson.  Under Article II, 
Adams became president 
and Jefferson, the runner-up, 
became vice president.   
 

The two political rivals be-
longed to opposing parties: 
Adams the Federalists, and 
Jefferson the Democratic-
Republicans.  This created a 
problem in governing. 
 

 
 
 
The 12th Amendment called 
for political parties to nomi-
nate both a presidential and 
vice presidential candidate 
as a team, preventing the VP 
runner-up problem. 
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By not seeking a third term, George Washington 
established the precedent of serving only two 
terms.  This was tradition, but not the law of the 
land. In 1940, President Franklin D. Roosevelt ran 
for a third term. He not only won that election, 
but the 1944 election as well.   
 
 
 

 
The 22nd Amendment sets a two-term limit for 
the president, ensuring that FDR is the only     
person to win four presidential elections.  
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 In 1992, the states finally 
ratified the eleventh of 
James Madison’s original 
twelve amendments — 
making it the longest 
ratification process of all 
amendments.  

To give residents a 
voice in presidential 
elections, the 23rd 
Amendment granted 
electoral votes  to 
D.C. — the same 
amount as the least 
populous state. 

The government has to follow rules and estab-
lished procedures in everything it does ( 5th ). 
 

Individuals have other rights that are not 
mentioned in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights ( 9th ). 
 

Laws must be applied equally and can-
not discriminate against a group of people ( 14th ). 
 

To not allow something — in this case the manufacture, 
sale, and transportation of alcohol ( 18th ) 
 

A president or member of Congress who has not been 
re-elected but is still in office until the new term begins (20th)  

To undo — in this case ending Prohibition ( 21st)  
 

 
outlines the amendment process.  Amend-
ments can be proposed by either the states 
or Congress.  These 27 amendments were 
first proposed by Congress and then ratified 
by the states.  Through the amendment 
process, the Constitution remains firm, but 
flexible — perhaps keeping it from becom-
ing rigid and obsolete. 
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Presidential elections take place in early 
November. The 20th Amendment moved 
Inauguration Day from March to January. 
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