
Law

HOW A BILL (REALLY)
BECOMES A LAW
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Write the bill. Anybody can 
write a bill: special interest 
groups, lobbyists, etc.

In the House, the bill 
gets dropped in the 
hopper.

Whichever party 
has a majority in 
the House or the 
Senate gets the 
majority in every 
committee.

Follow the dotted line 
thread through the 
legislative labyrinth.

Amendments are 
added to bills here.

The president can ignore a 
bill. If it’s left on the desk 
for ten days, it becomes a 
law—even without the 
president’s signature.

The bill gets a number.

The bill gets assigned 
to a committee.

In the House, any bill 
that is to be debated 
goes through the 
Rules Committee.

In the Senate, you can 
talk as long as you like. 
This is a filibuster.

The president 
can sign it, and it 
becomes a law.

In both the House 
and the Senate, a 
simple majority is 
needed for a bill to 
win a vote. 

If a bill passes, it goes 
to the other chamber 
for the same process.

SIMPLE PATH
What happens 

most of the time
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This could take a while.

Repeat steps 2–4 in other cham
ber.
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Unanimous consent
The easier process that occurs 
when every senator agrees

If you invoke cloture 
you can block a 
filibuster.

If the language of the bill is 
exactly the same in the 
House and Senate, the bill 
goes to the president. 

Usually, the bill goes to the 
Conference Committee. 
They decide on one final 
version of the bill. Then, 
that goes to the president. 

A filibuster is any 
type of delay or 
obstruction that a 
Senator engages in.

If Congress adjourns 
before those ten days 
are up, it does not 
become a law. This is 
called a pocket veto.

This whole process is 
mostly about committees. 

Nobody can do anything 
by themselves. Unless 
one party has the 
presidency, the House, 
and 60 seats in the 
Senate, there must be 
compromise.
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of bills 
die here!
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The president can also 
veto it, and it doesn’t 
become a law. 

VETO

OH YES!

HOUSE SENATE
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But Congress can 
override a veto with a 
2/3 majority vote.

Here we go. . . 
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Suspension of the rules
The fast track to pass relatively 
noncontroversial bills 


