
Presidential succession & disability

FOUR PARTS Presidential Succession Act

The 25th Amendment 
is ratified.
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Outlines the process of succession 
if a president dies while in office

Addresses the process for replacing 
the vice president

Describes what happens when the 
president declares his own inability

At the time, the Constitution said 
that if something happened to the 
president, the VP would take over 
the president’s duties, and Congress 
would figure out the rest.

Congress passes a law that 
basically lays out what would 
happen if both the president 
and VP couldn’t carry out the 
duties of the presidency.  

After William H. Harrison’s 
death, John Tyler wasted no 
time in becoming the new 
president, insisting he was not 
merely “acting president.” 

The question of 
presidential disability is 
still up for debate. It may 
depend on a future 
application of the 25th 
Amendment to see how it 
would play out in real life.

Woodrow Wilson had a long 
period at the end of his 
presidency when he was 
essentially incapacitated.

Nixon used the 25th to appoint 
Ford after VP Spiro Agnew 
resigned. Ford then became 
president after Nixon resigned.

After the riots at the US Capitol, 
some thought that Trump’s 
cabinet might invoke the 25th 

Amendment.

John F. Kennedy’s death put 
the issue of presidential 
succession at the top of 
people’s minds.

Explains the power of the vice 
president and the cabinet to declare 
presidential inability

The time line is not 
to scale in terms of 

length of time.

WHAT DO WE DO IF 
SOMETHING HAPPENS 

TO THE PRESIDENT?

WHAT ABOUT THE 
INVOLUNTARY 

TRANSFER OF POWER?

SETS UP CONCEPT OF 
“ACTING PRESIDENT”

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE 
PRESIDENT GETS SICK?

KNOWN AS THE 
“TYLER PRECEDENT”

VOLUNTARY TRANSFER 
OF POWER

WHAT IF THE VP 
VACATES THE JOB?

Presidents often invoke 
the 25th during medical 
procedures or surgeries.

A TIME LINE

Harrison dies in office.

1841

Wilson suffers a stroke.

1919

JFK is assassinated.

1963

1967

Nixon resigns. Ford takes over.

1974

Will Trump’s cabinet use the 25th? 

2021

Biden invokes the 25th. Future applications

Ratified1967
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