Obstacles to Voting

Voting is an important part of a healthy democracy. However,
throughout history obstacles have blocked the right to vote for

some Americans.
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With grandfather
clauses, poll taxes and
literacy tests didn’t
apply to voters whose
ancestors had
previously voted.
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If people are denied
citizenship and the
right to vote, they are
less likely to be
represented in the
government.
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A poll tax charged
people money to vote
in an election.

Poll taxes made it Literacy tests were

more difficult for A person couldn’t used to prevent

poorer voters. In register to vote if he groups of people from

1964, the 24th couldn’t pass these voting, such as Black
Amendment banned difficult tests. Americans and

poll taxes. immigrants.

Seven states had no
early voting option in
the 2020 election.

Both early voting and
mail-in voting have
made it easier for
Americans to vote

Early voting and mail-in
voting are especially
helpful for Americans

who can’t get to the

Do you think a driver’s
license or state ID
should be required in
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A polling place is a
locationina
community where
people go to vote.

REGISTER
PURGES

Recent closures of
polling places have
disproportionately
affected minority
communities.

In2016, about
200,000 eligible
voters were incorrectly
removed from New York
voter rolls.

States often remove
ineligible voters from
their lists. But,
sometimes they make
mistakes.




